Improved shoulder contour following forequarter amputation with an osteomyocutaneous free flap from the amputated extremity: two cases.
To cover a large soft-tissue defect and to reconstruct the shoulder contour after forequarter amputation, we used an osteomyocutaneous free flap incorporating an elbow joint from the amputated extremity in two patients. These flaps were well vascularised and reliable. They provided excellent coverage of large soft-tissue defects and they maintained shoulder contours. This procedure is useful for reconstruction after extended forequarter amputation and chest wall resection.